
Lakeside Cluster Summit Meeting - Minutes 

July 30, 2020 

6:30 pm – Virtual meeting 

 Current Cluster Summit Executive Members: Sonya Tinsley-Hook (Co-Chair), Angie Claussen (Communications), 
Abigail Carlton, (Recording Secretary), Debbie Martin-Gerstle (Cross Cluster Coordination), Trenton Arnold (Regional 
Superintendent), Allyson Gevertz (Board of Education);  

Sonya Tinsley began the meeting, focusing on how to create a successful  year.  

She then talked about the importance of transitional leadership for the cluster, and active representation of each school. 
There was a proposal for each school to send a parent rep who is not already the leader of PAC, PTA/PTSA/PTO or 
Foundation 

 

DCSD Board: Allyson Gevertz 

Talked about bringing in the new superintendent 

The board passed the budget during the most recent board meeting. 

They managed to get 11 calendar days of furlough down to 1. 4 days were paid for by CARES funding.   4 days were 
turned into Professional development days, including a 3 day virtual learning "how-to" session and preplanning. 

The daily schedule is not yet set.  The county has put out a suggested schedule, however schools are will set their own 
schedule. 

There will be synchronous (live with teachers and students online at the same time) and asynchronous (where the 
students will be working on their own.) 

 

DCSD: Trenton Arnold 

DCSD is doing preplanning and preparing to roll out. 

Curriculum Instruction has a plan, reschedule and learning.  Wed is a professional and IEP day. 

The 17th and 18th of Aug are early release days. 

1st Semester exams will be after Winter Break. 

Principals have allowance for modifications. 

MAP assessments may be taken at home.  DCSD is working on that. 

A time frame for return to school/In person hybrid leaning is uncertain.  DCSD is waiting for guidance from DeKalb 
Health Department.  They will probably be looking for infection numbers to be at or below March numbers. 



 

Update from the Family Engagement Advisory Committee: 

They are working on webinars teaching parents how to support students re: using the technology. 

 

Principal Updates: 

Lakeside: Dr. Stoddard 

Biggest challenge is getting tech to kids. 

Also concerned about kids emotional well being.  considering lunchtime breakout rooms, with adult monitors. 

Ways to engage parents. 

Social Media education/issues 

 

HMS: Ms. Pattillo 

Same concerns at Dr. Stoddard 

They are working on getting teachers to teach each other in terms of professional development.  

The PAC has a list of needs. 

Parents want more communication from the county. 

 

Briarlake: Ms. Lewis 

Ditto communications. 

Concerns about building relationships with parents 

Challenges with lending Chromebooks. 

PAC: The parents want learning pods. 

 

Hawthorn: Ms. Lemoncelli 

Working with teachers exploring platforms.  (Microsoft teams is offered by the district) 

The issue of teachers who are new to the school community. 



 

Henderson Mill: Ms. Moore 

The school won a creative arts integration award. 

Working on issues around Spanish language speakers. 

Having trouble getting students registered in Infinite Campus 

PTA  -- working on serving all families. 

 

Evansdale:  Mrs.  McCarthy 

1/3 of the school is in the immersion program 

1/3 of the school is ESOL 

Working on how to give kids an authentic opportunity to acquire the language they are trying to learn. 

PTA is concerned about issues of equality. 

 

Oakcliff Theme:  No report (note: Oakcliff is being redistricted, no new students from Pleasantdale, existing students can 
stay but will need to provide transportation) 

 

Oak Grove:  Ms. Mauborgre 

Current mantra; "moving from survive, to arise and thrive". 

They are using bitmojis 

They are forming a "Sunshine Committee" for fun things for the teachers. 

Councilors are reaching out and giving "kindness lessons". 

They are doing a virtual Open House. 

The school is making plans for IEP parents. 

 

Pleasantdale: Ms. Harrington 

In their new building. 

Concerns about families that need more support. 



 

Sagamore Hills:  Dr. Williams 

Parents said they wanted more parent & student interaction. 

 

General Questions Notes: 

Parents should register 

Parents who are new to the district should do online registration. 

Parents who were already in DeKalb but new to the school, should go to Infinite Campus. 

The schools will be doing provision registration. 

The schools are working on pushing this information out. 

Schools will be picking a few platforms to use. 

Verge is the county platform, but teachers can use their own thing. 

There are times for specials, music, and art. 

Athletics are shut down for the fall, but some teams are still practicing.  

All clubs will be meeting online. 

The Board will review the infection stats mid-month, and make the decision to reopen.  Reopening will start on the first 
school day of the next school day. 

Teachers are not in the classrooms for now. 

Parents are asking for a virtual parent team night. 

Attendance will be taken, how isn't set. 

FTE will be taken around the end of Sept. 

The state is giving the county flexibility in terms of how to do it. 

There will be tutorials on Wednesdays.  

They are exploring Peer-to-Peer helping programs. 

 

The next meeting will be in early September.  


